
What does the Trans-Pacific Partnership, TPP, have 

to do with Dinner? 
 

          The TPP is a free-trade agreement between the United States and 11 other 
countries in the Pacific region. It creates specific rules for governments to decrease 
regulations, making it easier for multinational corporations to invest in new markets 
and sell products abroad. 
 

The TPP sets up a mechanism for corporations to sue governments if profits 
would be decreased by government regulations. This provision, called “Investor-

State Dispute Settlement” (ISDS) is deadly for food safety. 
 

 

 
 
 

Here’s how it will affect your food: 
 

The TPP will require us to limit food labeling and to import food that does not 

meet U.S. food safety standards.  GMO labeling would be stopped in its tracks. 
          Over please. 



Food labels are challenged by the TPP as “trade barriers.” Existing labeling limits by the World 

Trade Organization are expanded. (Chapter 7). 

 
  Prevents country-of-origin labels,  

Endangers even voluntarily identifying genetically modified foods, 
Prevents identifying how food was produced.  
 
For example, already under the World Trade Organization the “dolphin-safe” tuna fish label and 

our country-of-origin meat labels have been successfully attacked. TPP expands these corporate rights. 
 

Our safety regulations are under attack. (Chapter 7) 

 
ISDS allows foreign food processing corporations operating within the United States to directly 

challenge our safety regulations that they claim may undermine their future profits. These include 
inspection standards, rules about pesticide residue or limitations on additives. 

 
We the taxpayers will pay for the lawsuit, if we win or lose. The suit is not tried in our court, but 

by an international tribunal of 3 judges. The decision is final. Our government must comply. 

   
Agricultural policy is woven throughout the TPP. 

 
 It mandates elimination of virtually all tariffs on U.S. agricultural products, which can 

lead to international food dumping (selling below cost) and the subsequent dislocation of small 
farmers from their lands (http://www.investopedia.com/terms/d/dumping.asp#ixzz3lpIa6u6j . 

 

             Small farms in member countries are endangered.  For example Monsanto Corporation 
has viciously sued farmers, requiring them to buy, every year, their own genetically engineered 
seeds. Under ISDS, in case after case, foreign corporations—including  pesticide producers—
have sued host governments for tightening environmental regulations or subsidizing local 
production. And in many of the cases, the corporations won multimillion dollar payouts. 
 
For further information please go to www.FlushtheTPP.org   AND: 
 

Call Congress and demand they reject the TPP 

202-224-3121 
Call your state legislators Congress to reject the TPP. While the states don’t affect        

Congress directly, they certainly do influence the vote. 

Warn as many people as you can before it’s too late. 

 
Public Citizen http://civileats.com/2014/01/21/how-will-the-tpp-affect-the-food-system/... 

http://www.citizen.org/Page.aspx?pid=1328 . 
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